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age.1 He was the sharpest critic of all the abuses which distorted
the Church and religion, such as superstitious beliefs, mechanical
rijes, squabbles about insoluble questions, instigations to war,
financial greed and lust of power on the part of the Popes, prelates
and monks. Peace and concord were to him the sum of religion
and a life in the spirit of Christ seemed to him more important
than all theological questions. The greatest thinkers of antiquity
had exhibited a truly Christian spirit and were perhaps Saints
without official recognition by the Church. When Pope Julius II
wanted to drive the foreign invaders out of Italy by a great war,
he commissioned Erasmus to write a book in support of his policy.
Instead Erasmus wrote a book strongly deprecating war, which
greatly displeased the Pope. The horror of war inspires most of
Erasmus's writings. War seemed to him the worst scourge of
humanity. It fosters violence and tyranny abroad and at home.
The abolition of war depends on the overcoming of national
antagonism by the spirit of Christ and international solidarity.
The Rhine separates French and Germans, but it does not
separate Christian from Christian. Princes should not have the
right of declaring war without the consent of the whole nation.
Erasmus suggests the setting up of a court of international arbitra-
tion and the mobilization of all the moral forces of society for the
maintenance of peace. The teaching of history in schools which
aroused national passions ought to be controlled. His political
ideal is an enlightened monarch, imbued with justice, piety, toler-
ance and devotion to his duties, advised by the wisest councillors,
and respecting the rights of peoples and local parliaments.

The influence of Erasmus on political thought was consider-
able, though he formulated no doctrines and founded no school.
But his spirit kindled and guided numerous thinkers and reformers
who longed for the reign of justice, peace and goodwill, among
human beings, who believed* in the solidarity of mankind, and
worked for the realization of these ideals. It is remarkable that
Erasmus's extremely frank and scathing criticism of ecclesiastical
corruption and his condemnation of war did not prevent the
rulers of the Church and of States from admiring and protecting
him. Pope Leo X and the Emperor Charles V were especially
well disposed towards him. Erasmus could have become a high
dignitary of the Church ; but he refused. Popes, emperors,
kings and statesmen of many nations vied in asking his advice and
in trying to win him for their causes. Erasmus was thoroughly

1J. A. Froude, Ufe and Letters of Erasraus, 1895 ; S. Hess, Erasmus von Rotterdam*
volt, 1790 ; Pierre Mesnard, VEssar de la phUosofihie politiqtu m XWl* sticle9 1936.